Newsletter for King’s Thorn,
The Birches & Aconbury

A newsletter for the villages of King’s Thorn, Little Birch, Much Birch & Aconbury.
February 2017. First published 1977.. Happy 40!
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Frlday, 27th. Jan, 7.30pm
Saturday, 28th. 2.30pm
Saturday, 28th. 7.30pm

Tickets: Adults £6.50, Children Ul4 £4

from: Jackie 01981 541027
Margaret 01981 540374
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Church Services February 2017 .
5th. Feb. 1lam LBirch Holy Communion.

12th Feb. 09.15 MBirch
1lam LBirch

Family Communion.

Morning Worship

19th. Feb 09.15 MBirch
1lam LBirch

CW Communion

1662 Communion

26th Feb 09.15 MBirch Morning Prayer
09.15 Llandinabo BCP Communion

1lam Llanwarne Holy Communion

5th March  11am LBirch Holy Communion

/ Diary Dates \

January 2017

25th Gardening Club LBVH 7.30pm
27th

&

28th Panto LBVH 7.30pm

February 2017

1st LB Parish Council Meeting LBVH 7pm
14th Whist Drive LBVH 7.30pm

21st WI Meeting MBCH

22nd Gardening Club LBVH 7.30pm

26th “Parlour Tricks” Steiner Academy
28th Pancake Evening LBVH 7.30pm

March 2017

(h LB Neighbourhood Meeting LBVH 7pm/

Preliminary Notice

Hereford Rail Male Voice
Choir will be presenting a
Concert on Saturday, 8" April
2017 in Much Birch Church at
7.30pm. Proceeds for Much
Birch Community Hall
Refurbishment and Extension fund.

Please send copy for the March Newsletter to
editorial@birchesnews.org.uk or written contributions to John
Bryant at Bramley Bungalow, Aconbury Close, King's Thorn.

—by 18th February please.




Local News

Congratulations are extended to Bill Walker
and Kath who plan to be married at the end
of January. We hope that they will enjoy
many years of happiness together.

Congratulations also go to Huw Enoch who won his Class
at the prestigious Leominster Ploughing Match last
autumn which means that he can now compete in the
National Ploughing Championship. Well done Huw!

It is sad to report the death of Edith Davies, formerly of
King's Thorn who passed away a few weeks before her
100th birthday. She was living in Essex with one of her
grand daughters. We extend to her family our deepest
sympathies.

It is also sad to report that Sue Pomeroy of Little Birch
Road passed away early on New Year's Day after a short
illness. Sue was a film director and had her own film
company,' Fuchsia Films'.

Sue can be found on the Internet as she was involved in a
remake of Jane Austen. She was also an erstwhile
Resident Director of the National Theatre in London with
Sir Peter Hall and Anthony Hopkins. We send to her
sister, Vanessa, our sincere condolences.

Mark and Laura Simnett and children, Alana and Luke
have moved some 400 metres from the Barn in King's
Thorn to 'Hawthorn Cottage' and we trust they will all be
happy in their new home. We give a warm welcome to
Claire and Mark who are planning to move into 'The Barn'
early in February.

Two years ago, 'Castles of the Marches' was serialised in
the Newsletter, now John Kinross of Much Birch has
written another book entitled ' Battlefields of England and
Scotland' also

published by Amberley Books of Stroud. Seventy
battlefields are included with maps and Illustrations.
Locally, Mortimers Cross in the north of the county and in
Tewksbury, 'The Wars of the Roses', are described in
detail. The battles of Worcester are also highlighted- one
at the start of the Great Civil War and one at the end. The
book is available from all good bookshops.

Local Taxi available
no job too large or too small !!

Contact Brian Kaye on

01981 540734 OR 07968 147415

Andy and Sue

Welcome you to

THE AXE AND CLEAVER
Much Birch

£ 2
AXE & CLEAVER &

D

Excellent food served in our spacious Restaurant

SENIOR CITIZENS’ LUNCH
On Wednesdays—2 courses
For £6.95

SUNDAY ROAST LUNCH
£10.95 for 2 courses—Bookings advised

Lovely Beer Garden with field for Touring
Caravans and Tents

Tel: 01981 540203

( BM KAYE TAXI \

k DAYS ONLY )

ROADS crossroads Care are a specialist charity
CARE working to help and support unpaid carers

Forest of Dean &
Herefordshire

If you are caring for a family member, friend or nei?hbour, our Health and
Wellbeing Service may be able to assist you. We offer a range of services
including:

Home visits and support planning

Our support workers can arrange home visits to discuss carers needs and cary out
in-depth support planning, tailored to individual circumstances

Gents Pub Club and Ladies Lunch Club

Regular groups amed at those being cared for who, due to il health or disabiltty, may
ave difficulties getting out to socialise. We provide door to door transport and @
have qualified support staff on hand

Community events

Monthly trips out across Herefordshire for Carers and those they care for. With our
qualified support staff on hand to ease the caring role, our frips are the perfect chance
to get out and about and meet new people

www .crossroadshereford.org.uk
Registered Charity Number: 1086841 l

info@crossroadshereford.org.uk
»
NEPLEEUy AP LSBIN

v Call us on 01432 355373 Oy
. @ . Fred Bulmer Centre, Wall Street, Hereford, HR4 9HP




Little Birch Village Hall Committee

Newsletter notices for February 2017

Little Birch Pantomime 2016 “Ali Baba & The Forty
Thieves”

Friday and Saturday 27th & 28th January 7:30pm
Saturday matinee 2:30pm

Adults - £6.50 Under 14 - £4

Tickets available from:

Jackie - 01981 541027 * Margaret - 01981 540374

Community Book Exchange/Lending Library
The Book Exchange will be on the morning of
Saturday 4th February at the former Methodist
Chapel opposite the Village Hall 10am — 12pm.

All members of the community are invited to join us
for this enjoyable monthly event which offers not only
a wide range of books and DVDs (to suit all ages and
interests) but also an opportunity to meet others and
exchange recommendations for a good read.

There is a charge of just £1 per adult towards the cost
of the hire and refreshments.

Whist Drive

We guarantee a warm welcome and a fun evening
with good company at our monthly whist drive
whatever your ability. Excellent prizes and
refreshments too.

Our next Whist Drive is on Tuesday 14th February at
Little Birch Village Hall. We start at 7.30 pm and the
entrance fee is just £2.00.

LBVH Annual Pancake Evening

We would love you to join us at Little Birch Village Hall
at 7:30pm on Tuesday 28th February for a selection
of delicious homemade pancakes with a variety of
fillings, savoury and sweet!

£2.50 for two and 50p for each additional one you can
manage!
We look forward to seeing you there.

Much Birch Churchyard

In recent weeks there has been evidence of dog
fouling in the churchyard. The Church grounds are
consecrated land as such should be treated with
respect. Please will dog owners not allow their
animals to foul this area.

St Michael’s: The Hospice That Love Built

St Michael’s Hospice has been built by its
community.

From cutting the first sod to the recent unveiling of
your state-of-the-art Hospice, the past 30-plus
years have been quite a journey.

It’s a story full of dedicated, selfless people who
come from every corner of Herefordshire and
beyond.

St Michael’s Hospice can present this story to a
group of any size and we may even be able to fill in
last-minute gaps in your schedule with a short
illustrated talk.

To find out more, please contact Rachel Entwisle
on 01432 851 000 or rentwisle@st-michaels-
hospice.org.uk to book a St Michael’s Hospice talk.

Wishing you all joy in 2017,
Rachel Entwisle

St Michael's Hospice

ALLANGAS & OIL

Qil Installation and Servicing
Boiler Specialist

Landlord Inspections
Heating Installations

All aspects of domestic gas
LPG and plumbing

Ex British Gas engineer
Over 21 years experience

T: 01432 840491
M: 07761646635

7
&

Steven Allan

Oftec Reg No: C12495
Gas Safe Reg No: 188939

* & ¢ ¢ 6 & o o

safe

REGISTER

/GARTH BRADBURY FENCING LTD\

All types of fencing
Gates
Field Shelters

Timber Outbuildings
www.gbfencingcontractors.com
garthbradburyfencing@hotmail.com
01981 541385 : 07970 346460

J
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MOMGAN & WeST - k Sunday 26" Feb. 4pm. An Event Not to Be Missed!

MAGICANS
TIM€ ThAVELLERS |
ALL hOUND SPIFHNG CHiaps, | be boggld!

The dashing chaps offer up a plateful of illusion and

We are fortunate indeed for coming to rural
Herefordshire with rave reviews from London are
Morgan and West, that time travelling magic duo with
their brand new show.

Jaws will be dropped! Awe will be struck! Minds will

impossibility, all served with wit, charm and no small
amount of panache. Be sure to wear a hat — Morgan
& West might just blow your mind.
Superbly Crafted**** The Stage. Hugely Talented
**%% The Daily Mirror. ***** London Theatre

So come and join the fun

D TOMIOOIEhY
‘Oh THi€ WHOLE fAMILY!

___fl'lu—

and put some magic into February!
Book your tickets now to avoid disappointment

‘HUGELY T T QUPENDLY Tickets Adult: £10.00 Child: £5.00 Family: £28.00
Dlﬁkﬁhngf Steiner Academy | CTEQEED” Steiner Academy Hereford
B 01981 540221
£10 /£5 /£28 (family)
01981 540221; artsalive.co.uk
Murphy’s Paw

The home of happy woofers!
Doggie Daycare

. One to One Grooming
; Home Boarding

/ EMMA BRADBURY EQUINE \

Mobile horse clipping services
Horse sitting / Holiday Cover
Or just an extra pair of hands!

25 years experience with horses

Tump Lane, Much Birch

Tel: Tricia 07732 286069
FB: Murphy’s Paw

Fantastic references available Doggie Services murphyspaw2005@gmail.com
www.murphyspaw.co.uk
01981 541385 : 07725 536648 Providing a true “home from home” environment.
\ 01981 541385 : 07970 346460 / We welcomefriends, old and new!

Little Birch & Aconbury's Joint Neighbourhood Development Plan

At the first meeting of 2017 the Steering Group for LB&A NDP were advised by Dr David Nicholson, our planning consult-
ant, that due to the low numbers now required to meet Hereford Council's need for a minimum 14% increase in dwellings,
he would produce a 'Housing Delivery Report', which would show how we could achieve such numbers.

This would set out the character of the two parishes - notably the dispersed settlement pattern - as well as reviewing the
locations mentioned in responses to the recent Questionnaire Survey. The aim would be to allow further development to
come forward that would respect the distinctive character of the villages and be in line with the residents' wishes as ex-
pressed in the Questionnaire Survey.

The next steering group meeting would be in early March to discuss David's report and then to finalise the report from
any comments made. This meeting is proposed to be on 8th March at Little Birch Village Hall at 7pm.

Anyone wishing more information would be welcome to come along to this meeting . All are welcome.

To be kept up to date with the local NDP and have notification of impending meetings please email our clerk Sophie Glov-
er littlebirchpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk who will add you to the emailing list or visit www.littlebirchparishcouncil.org


mailto:littlebirchpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.littlebirchparishcouncil.org/

Great Local Food & Drink in Much Birch
All Day Every Day
by
®
'J.

PILGRIM VALLEY

e RESTAURANT
H L
Friereee by Pk |

Steve, Pat, Trevor & Deepak are delighted to offer you fabulous food &
drink, stunning views and friendly service 7 days a week, every week.

¢ Brealkfast Cream Tea—£5.95
. Tea/Colfee, Homemade Scone and Biscuits
¢ Morning Coffee
s Lunch Pilgrim’s Tea—£7.95
s Afternoon Teas Cream Tea & Selection of Cakes
» Dinner Full Afternoon Tea—£14.95
¢ (Celebration Meals Pilgrims Tea & Selection of sandwiches
* Conferences Sparkling Afternoon Tea—£18.95
* Wakes Full Afternoon tea & glass of prosecco

Booking is recommended on 01981 340742 - Menus can be found on www.pilgrimhotel.co.uk

‘Polished’

7 Much Birch

NAILS AT THE LOFT
Manicures, Pedicures, Cracked Heel Treatments

Sculptured Acrylic Nail Extensions, OPI Gel Colour Polish (Last 2-3 weeks)
Beach Toes, Hollywood Toes, Toenail Restoration

GIFT VOUCHERS / PRINCESS VOUCHERS (Age 5+) AVAILABLE
*OPENING HOURS* TUES - SAT 10am — 4pm (Evening appointments are available).

15% HAPPY HOUR — TUESDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 3-4PM

*Senior Citizen Discounted Rates Available Every Tuesday*
City & Guilds Qualified Nail Technician — OPI salon Professional
Fully Insured — Beautiful Salon With A View!

Call Jacqueline on 07759131783 to make an appointment
(Situated at the end of The Pilgrim Hotel Car Park)




W.M.
PARTINGTON

GENERAL BUILDER

e MINI-DIGGER & EXCAVATOR HIRE

RENOVATIONS
BARN
CONVERSIONS
NEW BUILD
EXTENSIONS

ROOFING
CONCRETING
PLASTERING
GROUNDWORK

UPVC WINDOWS
AND DOORS
BRICKWORK
STONEWORK

RING FOR A QUOTATION

MUCH BIRCH
07774 805369 / 01981 541109

Castle Inn
01981 540 516

Your Local Locall

Monday Closed

Tuesday Closed

Wednesday  6pm - Finish

Thursday 12pm -3pm 6pm - 11pm
Friday [2pm -3pm 6pm- 1lpm
Saturday 12pm - Finish

Sunday 12pm - 9pm

Delicious food in our restaurant

and take away menu available

Come and join us for
“Burns Night” on
Wednesday 25th January.
Great Scottish inspired
food, music and

entertainment.
To book ring 01981 540516

We look forward to welcoming you soon.
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FLICKS IN THE STICKS

at Much Birch Community Hall

Thursday 23rd February 2017, 7.30pm -
LEARNING TO DRIVE ==

Isabel Copet directsthis comedy starring Sen Kingsiey and Patricia
Clarkson. Wendy (Clarkson), a book critic in New York, is oblivious
to the ipfidelties of her husband. When the marriage deteriorates
after 21 years, Wendy, who relied on husband Ted (lake Weber) for
driving, realises she must restate her independence and learn
herself, and so contacts Sikh driving instructor Dargwan (Kingsley).
Behind the wheel, the pair form a close friendship and confide in
each ather about their personal lives, including Danwan's upcoming
arranged marriageto Jasleen (Zarita Choudhury), awoman
travelling from hisvillage in India to Mew York.

Refreshments including hot dogs available from
half an hour before film.

Tickets £4.50 (£3.50 under 165)
At Much Birch Flicks our ticket prices have remained the
same for the past 7 yeors. However, from lanuary 2017
our prices have increased just a little, by 50p.

Coming up this season...
BORDERLINES FILM FESTIVAL Saturday 4th March
2.30pm SWALLOWS AND AMAZONS =s

7.30pm CAFE SOCIETY 1za
Tuesday 28th March - THE LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS 124
Thursday 27th April - A UNITED KINGDOM 124
Tuesday 23rd May - ALLIED 15

Tickets available in advance or on the door - for further info or to
book tickets please email bryonyconnolly@hotmail.com or call
01981 540097
For further information about films and screenings visit
www.artsalive.co.uk {online booking availoble!)

BAYLEY’S

WINDOW CLEANING
SERVICE

WATER FED POLE AND TRADITIONAL
WE ALSO CLEAN:-

=  GUTTERS AND FACIAS
=  CONSERVATORY ROOFS

FREE QUOTATIONS
* REFERENCES CAN BE GIVEN *
* ESTABLISHED IN AREA *
PHONE ANDREW
HOME: 01432 508979*
MOBILE: 07771 870891
EMail: bayleys@fsmail.net




What a Wassail!

We had a fantastic night in Little Birch village hall on Saturday
14th. January, when we held our annual Wassail.

It never ceases to amaze us that so many people turn out for this
evening of largely repeated activities and songs mixed with
complete lunacy, but they do. And our sincere thanks to them,
because with their help we managed to raise £952 for Hope
Support Charity.

The weather was kind as we processed from the village hall to
Bob Mason’s orchard to go through our wassail ritual, with
burning fires, shouts, songs and a muddy attempt at dancing.
Then back in the hall, everyone settled down for our 2017
version of a Mummers Play, which included cameo appearances
from Nigel Farage, Donald Trump, Ed Balls, Vlad Putin, Jeremy
Corbyn and in starring role, St. Georgina, aka Teresa May, played
by Bob M..

After food, we continued with a variety of the usual wassail
songs and other bits from Compost Heap, plus poems and songs
from friends. It really was a great evening with lots of laughter
both from the audience and us. Rob Gould’s Scottish
interpretation of Putin could get him a part in the next RSC
production of Macbeth, whilst Bob Mason is still trying to pry
himself out of a very tight pair of leather trousers that he bought
from a charity shop as part of his Teresa May outfit. He does
seem to like dressing up!

Thank you so much to all who came along and for the generosity
that was shown. Our thanks also go to all who helped us through
the evening, performing, producing the food, sound and lights,
running the bar and helping to clear up.

Until next year! Wassail!

Compost Heap (Bob Chance, Bob Mason, Rob Gould, Allan Pugh)

=

\./ Supportg&Tuition
AtHome

Would you like to improve your computer skills? Do more online?
Stay in touch with family and friends? Maybe you were given a
computerortabletas a gift butaren’t sure howto use it? | can
help.

e One to One supportin your home using your own tablet or
computerif you have one.

» All abilities catered for from complete beginners to those
who wantto improve existing skills.

» | can also provide technical supportfor your computer
problems and advice on buying a new computer or tablet
and advise on the best broadband connection foryou.

I have extensive experience of working with individuals and
groups and will help you to gain confidence and learn new skills
in a relaxed, supportive and jargon free way.

Ben Roberts
01981 540100 - 07702 760789 - ben.roberts@outlook.com

Aconbury Shepherd Huts

Our huts are hand
built to the highest
of standards.
Our standard hut
includes insulation,
double glazing,
electrics and
decoration.

Uses include craft room, play house,
sleep over’s etc.

Come and see our display hut or
request our new brochure

We also build stables, field shelters,
garden sheds, play houses, garden
features and bespoke gates. Please
ring for our dedicated brochure

Stephen Turner. The Underhills,
Hollybush Lane, Much Birch,
Herefordshire. HR2 8HX.

Telephone: Office 01981 540090
Mobile 07768 206296

www.aconburyshepherdhuts.co.uk
turnersofcrossways@btinternet.com

Self-storage

Herefordshire
£15 per week—no VAT
20ft x 8ft
7 Days a week access
Long or short term rental.

Seasoned
Firewood for Sale

George Cole
Mob: 07800952317
Tel: 01981241274
Email: coleg600@gmail.com




Little Birch Parish Council

Your Little Birch Parish Council Councillors are:-

Cllr Ben Roberts Chairman 01981 540100

b3nroberts@gmail.com

ClIr Elaine Godding Vice Chair 01981 540607

ecgodding@hotmail.co.uk

ClIr Steve Naylor 01981 541323

steve.naylor5@btinternet.com

Cllr Mike Morley 01981 541027

morley04@globalnet.co.uk

Clir Annette Wissler Contact through the

clerk

Volunteer Foot 01981 540397

Paths Officer

Sandra Cameron

shcameron@hotmail.co.uk

Sophie Glover PC Clerk 01432 270499

littlebirchpcclerk@hotmail.co.uk

The first Little Birch Parish Council meeting of 2017 happened on the 4™ of January, and all Councillors were present, and, although
the Ward ClIr had to send his apologies, he had sent a report electronically.

The Councillors asked our localities steward from Balfour Beatty to look at the surface of the road on Pendant Pitch, there was a

feeling that the subsidence and surface cracking might soon become a serious issue. As expected at this time of year, pot holes are

beginning to open up and a number of these were also reported to Balfour Beatty.

As mentioned in the last newsletter, the defibrillator has been purchased, and discussions are now underway as to where exactly to

place it on the outside of the village hall. The Parish Council’s preference was to have it on the wall near the notice board at the front

of the building, or, if not there, at least to make sure that it is well s

ign posted from the car park.

The next Parish Council meetings are on:- 1* February, 1* March and 5t April, all at 7.30pm and all parishoners are very welcome to

attend. Agendas are posted on the Parish notice board at least
three days in advance and are also on our web site.

Mrs Sophie Glover, Little Birch Parish Clerk, The Orchard, Ridgehill,
Hereford HR2 8AG

Website: www.littlebirchparishcouncil.org

Yoga
In Much Dewchurch and Steiner Academy
Mondays 6.00—7.15
= Tension and stiffness?
= Back ache, backache, general aches and pains?
= Difficulty sleeping?
Learn how to relax and let go. Discover how you can move

more freely and improve your posture. A practical approach
to yoga that is adaptable to anyone regardless of age or
physical condition. All welcome

.
.

Small group Classes
Individual attention
Connect with your breath
¢ Link simple movements for health and well-being
¢ Suitable for those recovering from injuries
Individual lessons also available

For more info contact Mike 01981 250341

Benefeet|,

—

Mobile Foot Clinic

Sophie is an experienced and qualified
Foot Health Practitioner, a registered member of the
British Association of Foot Health Professionals
and is CRB police checked.

Nail Trimming
Thickened Nails
Corns
Callus (hard skin)
Cracked Heels
Verrucas
Fungal Nails &
Infections

¢ Ingrown Toenails
Diabetic Foot Care

v

MEMBER OF

Sophie Limming Dip FH MCFHP MAFHP
Qualified & Registered Foot Health Practitioner

Tel: 0749 309 2960

sophie@benefeet.co.uk www.benefeet.co.uk
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Much Birch WI

Much Birch WI meets on the third Tuesday of each
month in Much Birch Community Hall, just off the
A49. The Hall is next door to the surgery and both are
signed from the road.

On February 21* the subject of the evening will be
Self Protection when the speaker will be Roger
Sparkes.

A note for the diary:... The Open Meeting this
year is in April with a talk, ‘Every Object tells a Story’,
by Althea Mackenzie from the Hereford Museum
Resource Centre.

Visitors and potential new members are always
welcome.

Please contact Sallie on 01432 340069 for further
details.

R&R
FIREWOOD

Well seasoned hardwood
Cut to any size
[Delivered to your door

STEPHEN or TARA
Tel: 01432 870282

All aspects of quality joinery work undertaken including
windows, doors, staircases and fitted furniture.
Fitting is also available
Trade and domestic enquiries welcome
For helpful and profession service, contact

Julian Morgan on 01432 357357
julianmorgan@jmjoinery.com

Or visit www.jmjoinery,com

JM Joinery
Unit 3, Knockerhill Farm
Callow
Hereford HR2 8BP

DEAN SUN

Solar Electric Installation

a5

Offering a full range of
electrical services and now
specialising in the installation
and maintenance of PV solar panels
to generate electric for households
and small businesses.

Please contact us for a free, no obligation
site survey and quotation or to discuss
your requirements in more detail. We aren’t
salesmen, we aren’t working for anyone
else, we aren’t a regional office...

We are a Hereford based family run
business who will offer the perfect balance
of service, value and affordability to new
and existing customers.

Please see our website for full details and updates
on the changes to the Feed In Tariff or email us at
info@deanandsun.co.uk to receive our quarterly
newsletter.

Tel: 01981 540030

Mobile: 07818 847986
Email: info@deanandsun.co.uk
www.deanandsun.co.uk

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

from the SeptiC tank peOp|e_

AQUASSIST

Aquassnst Ltd - 85 Aylestone Hill, Hereford. 1 1!(

FREEPHONE

0300

4438 8881

Installations

soakaways
surveys advice

www.aquassist.co.uk/book

disposal@aquassist.co.uk
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Much Birch Community Hall 100 Club

The January 2017 draw took place on 15™
January in Much Birch Community Hall at
10.30am and the results were as follows:

1% prize — No 61
Mr. C. Sherwood
Much Birch

2" prize - No. 2
Mr. & Mrs. D. Hill
King’s Thorn

The next draw will take place on 12
February 2017 at 10.30am in Much Birch
Community Hall.

John Jones

Promoter

W@ ¢ 2~ CONSERVATORIES
¢ WINDOWS
@H@ AN
@ S ¢ FASCIAS
y L SOFFITS
L GUTTERS

. ALSO MISTED UNITS REPLACED

01981 541121
07818 611010
www.glazydays.net
Email: sales@glazydays.net

A reminder, please, that all new articles or advertising
copy for inclusion in this Newsletter should now be sent
to editorial@birchesnews.org.uk or written
contributions to John Bryant at Bramley Bungalow,
Aconbury Close, King's Thorn.

Application for new advertising and rates should be
directed to birchesnews@gmail.com

Improve flexibility, build strength and
develop control and endurance

PILATES

with Alison Allan

Little Dewchurch Village Hall
(3 miles from the A49,
between Hereford and Ross)

Mondays (am) and Wednesdays (pm)

Telephone: 01432 840491
Email: alisonallan17@gmail.com

STOTT PILATES
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EJ PARTINGTON BOOKKEEPING
Bookkeeping & Accounting Specialist
Woodfield, Hollybush Lane, Much Birch, HR2 8HX
07989 854593 / 01981 541109

emmadeer@hotmail.co.uk

Bookkeeping Payroll

Self-Assessment Returns Management Accounts

VAT Returns Invoicing

Emma Partington has over 10 years experience in the finance
industry both in practice and in industry, a local business that is
able to help with all your bookkeeping needs.

Call or e-mail today for a no obligation discussion
about your requirements.
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décor solutions

Tim Jones
Painter and Decorator

Kings Thom, Herefordshire, HR2 BAW
Tel: 01981 540242 Mob: 07810 895355
tisji@me.com

Three generations of experience specilising in Painting and Decorating services.
General property maintenance duties carmied oul
Fully insured. Good compelitive rates.
A high standa rd of workmanship and cusiomer satisiactionguaranteed

King's Thorn and Little Birch Gardening Club /’ i

A
=

Our New Year meetings starts on January 25th, when Sue
Russell will give an illustrated talk entitled '50 Shades of Green'.

In February, Helen or Phillip Mugridge will give a talk on
" A year in the life of a wildlife photographer'. This takes place
on February 22nd.

All meetings take place on the last Wednesday of the month at
7.30pm in Little Birch Village Hall

Further enquiries to John Bryant 01981 540316.

BRENDAN MORRIS

CONSTRUCTION & CARPENTRY
SPECIALISING IN uPVC
WINDOWS, DOORS &
CONSERVATORIES

call now for a free quotation

on; 07855760912
emaill
brendanmorrisO5@agmail.com

HOLLYBUSH HIRE
Vintage Tea Set Hire

Woodlfield, Hollybush Lane, Much Birch, HR2 SHX
07989 854593 /01981 541109

emmadeer@hotmail.co.uk

Tea Cups, Saucers & Tea Plates
Sandwich / Cake Plates
Teapots, Sugar Bowls & Milk Jugs
Cake Stands

Lanterns, Mirrors

Tomatoes in Growbags

Last year my tomato crop failed. | grew several varieties but
all plants had distorted growth, typically with pale, curled
leaves, and fern like shoot tips. The fruits were also
extremely distorted. | have since heard of other growers,
both locally and further afield, who have experienced this
problem.

| took several photos and sent them to Reg . Moule, on
H&W garden question time, to get his opinion.

He diagnosed contact with hormone weed killer. | could not
understand this as my tomato plants had not been outside
my greenhouse and | had not used any hormone weedkiller.

However, an article in the January 2017 edition of the RHS
publication of “The Garden”, appears to have confirmed
Reg’s diagnosis. The RHS has been contacted by a number of
people who have experienced the same problem. In all
cases, like mine, the tomatoes were planted in growbags.
The RHS seem to think that the culprit is composted green
waste that included grass clippings from turf treated with
the persistent broadleaved lawn weedkiller clopyralid. The
growbag contents could be either peat free or peat reduced.

Hopefully this was a one-off, but to be ultra cautious the
RHS recommend taking a sample of compost from a
growbag, putting it in a couple of pots and planting either a
couple of tomato or broad bean seeds in them — label
clearly. In addition, take another couple of pots and fill with,
say, some John Innes potting compost and sow like seeds in
these two pots and compare the growth of each.

| doubt that growbag manufacturers have a clue as to what
gets composted. It may seem a bit of a fiddle to perform
the above test, but it may avoid an early return to
supermarket tomatoes with leather skins and little taste as
we experienced last year.

Derek Scrivens
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Much Birch Parish Council
Parish Clerk Mrs Alison Wright
Longfield House, Gooses Foot, Kingstone, Herefordshire HR2 9NE
Tel. 01981 250860
Email: muchbirchclerk@hotmail.co.uk

16th January 2017
PARISH MEETING - at the Parish Council Meeting held on the 5" January at the Much Birch Community Hall.

The next Meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group would be held on 2™ February 2017, from 7.30pm, in the
Much Birch Community Hall. The Steering Group would welcome anyone from the community who may wish to be
involved in the process of producing a Neighbourhood Plan. When finished and adopted the plan will specify criteria to
be considered when development is proposed in the parish. A list of Steering Group meetings for the 2017 year was being
finalised.

The next ordinary meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 9*" February 2017 from 7.30pm - at The Much
Birch Community Hall.

Please see notice boards and website for agendas. As always the public and press are more than welcome to attend and
will have the opportunity to speak directly to their representatives.

A reminder that:-

Your Much Birch Parish Councillors are:-

Cllr Alison Cook (Chair) Jasmine Cottage, Wrigglebrook Lane, Kingsthorne, Hereford, HR2 8AW, e mail thecooks@wyenet.co.uk Tel. 01981 540703

Cllr Steve Turner (Vice Chair) The Underhills, Hollybush Lane, Much Birch, Hereford, HR2 8HX, e mail turnersofcrossways@btinternet.com and Tel.
01981 540090

Cllr Andrew Crum Anfield House, Barrack Hill, Kingsthorne, Hereford, HR2 8AX, e mail a.crum@btinternet.com
Tel. 01981 540002

Cllr Tim Jones  Swiss Cottage, Wrigglebrook, Kingsthorne, Hereford, HR2 8AW e mail tjsji@me.com Tel. 01981 540242
Cllr Roisin Burge  The Old Hall, Barrack Hill, Little Birch, Herefordshire, HR2 8AX roisinburge@hotmail.com Tel. 01981 540724
Cllr David Baldwin  The Granary, Much Birch, Herefordshire, HR2 8HS baldwin79@btinternet.com Tel. 01981 541198

Full minutes of the meetings and information etc. can be found on the Parish Council website following the link found in
this summary.www.muchbirchparish.org. uk.

You can also find us on Twitter at https://twitter.com/MuchBirchPC and Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
groups/Much.Birch.Parish

South Hereford Rural Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT)  Where we work South Wye SNT is based at South Wye Police
Lowri Anderson PCSO 40247

Hereford City Southside and Rural SNT
West Mercia Police

Station, Goodrich Grove, Newton Farm, Hereford, HR2 7DB, we
work around the areas of Rural: Aconbury; Allensmore;
Ballingham; Bolstone; Callow; Dewsall; Dinedor; Garway;
Grafton; Harewood; Haywood; Hentland; Holme Lacy;

Get in touch . Kenderchurch; Kentchurch; Kilpeck; Kingstone; Little Birch; Much
101 to talk to your local SNT or report a crime Birch; Little Dewchurch; Llandinabo; Llanwarne; Lower
herefordsouthside.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk Bullingham; Much Dewchurch; Orcop; Pencoyd; Pontrilas; St
www.westmercia.police.uk 'E§
Herefordshire Cops / @southsidecops Your team )
Only call 999 in an emergency, when a crime is in Sgt Emma I.=reer, PC Roger Bradley, PClim Phillips, (@)
life is in d PCSO Lowri Anderson, PCSO Adam Westlake, —
Progress orfite 1s in danger. PCSO Christina Howard, PCSO Christopher 6
Yarwood. m
Make the difference About your team....Safer Neighbourhood Teams work
For more information about becoming a Special Constable, with local people and partners to identify, tackle and solve issues
please visit, that matter to the community where you live.
Warwickshire Police: www.warwickshire.police.uk/ Making neighbourhoods safer by cutting day to day crime and
specialconstables anti-social behaviour is at the heart of keeping people in West
West Mercia Police: www.westmercia.police.uk/ Mercia safe.

specialconstables
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