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Merry Christmas Happy New YEar

            Diary Dates & Events  Page

Christmas Bingo Nov 28
Flicks in the Sticks Dec 11 5
Community Café Dec 13 3
January Birches deadline Dec 12 12
Quiz night at LBVillage Hall
Gardening Club

Jan 28 4

Short Mat Bowls Thursdays 2

Church Services Sundays 7
Art & Craft Thursdays 6
Coffee & Books Thursday/ Saturday 3
Photography Group February 28 6
Parish Walk Nov 30 5
Table Tennis 1st Tuesday 6
Parish Council Dec 4 3
Puss in Boots - Pantomime January 23,24,31 1

The Birches Newsletter is also available online (with additional photo pages)
www.birches.news or www.muchbirchparish.org.uk

Coming up in the New Year!
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Message from Lesley, Chair of Little Birch Village Hall

It has been 6 months since I became the Chair of Little Birch 
Village Hall Committee. What has struck me most of all about 
the Committee is the dedication that a small group of people 
have to ensure that the Village Hall is clean, safe and a 
pleasant place to hire for any event. 
Each Committee member has their own role – and not only 
that – will carry out any additional task(s) without question. 
When we are without a cleaner, for example, Tonya and Kate 
roll up their sleeves and get down and dirty – tackling the 
many areas that some of us would not wish to go to! Geoff 
(Nichols) –Hall maintenance with new committee member 
Sam (Davies) – seem to be able to tackle anything that is 
required of them. I think Geoff now runs in the opposite 
direction when he sees me coming – especially when I start 
by saying  “Geoff, I’ve had an idea”!  Linda – Hall 
Management– carries out her role professionally and 
efficiently. Our new treasurer - and now Editor of the 
Newsletter – has produced magnificent spreadsheets about 
our financial position that even I can understand. Cathy – our 
Secretary – takes wonderful minutes and checks that not only 
have I got the right date but the right day that matches the 
date! 
We are lucky to have Jane (and Tonya) representing the 
Drama club on the Committee. The Drama Club is a great 
asset to the Village Hall, and they raise a lot of money for us. I 
am looking forward to seeing the panto in January. My 
previous life was in Music Education and for 20 years staged 
Musicals every year as the MD – so I know how much work 
they and their team put into staging shows.
Other members are Iris and Kate – who are so valuable for 
their local knowledge. It is always good to have local 
knowledge at our fingertips. Rick puts on musical evenings, 
which I know go down well.
At this point I would like to thank Elisabeth Taylor for her 
valuable contribution as Editor of the Newsletter and serving 
on the Committee for the last 5 years. She has now decided 
to stand down as Editor, and we thank her for giving up at 
least a week of her life each month to put the newsletter 
together ready for the printing deadline. 
I would also like to thank all the people who tirelessly deliver 
the Newsletter around the village each month. Also, to John 
Caton and Ben Roberts who give up a day every month to 
print it. 
Plans for the refurbishment of the toilet areas (phase 1) and 
the Bar area (phase 2) are now underway. It is hoped that we 
will begin the works after the Panto in January. We will keep 
you posted about the progress in the Newsletter. 
If you have any issues you would like to raise about the 
Village Hall, please do speak to one of the Committee 
members, or come along to one of our meetings – usually the 
second Wednesday of the month. 

All that remains, on behalf of the Committee is to wish you a 
very Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.   

Little Birch Village Hall

Available for hire for private events.
A lovely, well-appointed and heated village hall 

with good car parking facilities.

• A modern well-appointed kitchen
• Bar area
• Seating capacity 140 
• Crockery and cutlery provided
• A raised stage and lighting
• Toilet facilities (including disabled)

Contact Linda Maden 
on 07849 637242

www.birches.news/lbvh

Short Mat Bowls at 
Little Dewchurch Village Hall

7pm to 9pm Every Tuesday except week 3 when on a  
Thursday. First 3 weeks free trial, then £5 a session, 

includes tea and biscuits.
Friendly and fun activity for the winter months!

Contact John Caton: 01981 540415



Much Birch Parish Council
Councilors
Cllr Alison Cook (Chair) Jasmine Cottage, Wrigglebrook 
Lane,  Kingsthorne, Hereford, HR2 8AW,  
email: thecooks@wyenet.co.uk   Tel. 01981 540703 
Cllr Roisin Burge The Old Hall, Barrack Hill, Little Birch  
HR2 8AX      email: roisinburge@hotmail.com  
Tel. 01981 540724 
Cllr Chris Pickering-Grey 4 Court Farm Barns, Much Birch 
HR2  8HT email:chris@pickering-grey.uk  Tel. 07712 813218 
Cllr Michael Agyeman Little Willow, Wrigglebrook,  
Kingsthorne, Hereford, HR2 8AU  email: 
magyeman92@gmail.com  Tel. 01981 540840 
Cllr David Irwin email: David.Irwin13@btinternet.com  
Tel. 07766 135068 
Cllr Steve Turner The Underhills, Hollybush Lane, Much 
Birch,  Hereford, HR2 8HX, Tel. 07768 206296  
email:turnersofcrossways@btinternet.com  

Parish Council Clerk: Mrs Alison Wright email: 
muchbirchclerk@gmail.com 
Much Birch Footpath Officer: 
email: MBfootpaths@btinternet.com    Tel. 07766 135068 

Dates for the forthcoming meetings:
40/12/25, 08/01/26, 05/02/26, 05/03/26, 02/04/26, 07/05/26, 
04/06/26, 02/07/26, 03/09/26, 01/10/26, 05/11/26, 0312/26
All are in Much Birch Community Hall from 7.30pm. 

Full minutes of the meetings can be found on the Parish 
Council website:   www.muchbirchparish.org.uk
You can also find us on X (formerly known as Twitter) at 
https://twitter.com/MuchBirchPC and Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/Much.Birch.Parish

Much Birch Parish Council
Details of meeting held on 6/11/25

The parish council held their November ordinary Parish Council 
Meeting on Thursday 6th November. One planning application 
was discussed, 252823, for a double garage at 4, Pilgrim Park. 
The parish council resolved that there were no objections to 
the new garage proposal.  

The next meeting will be on 4th December.
Please see notice boards and website for agendas. As always 
the public and press are more than welcome to attend and will 
have the opportunity to speak directly to their representatives. 
Details of forthcoming meetings are in the column to the right
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Much Birch School News 

We are very much looking forward to the build up to 
Christmas at Much Birch school!  We have our lovely 
community and school: Christmas Fayre on Saturday 
29th November.  Everyone is welcome and if any of the 
community would like to hire a table/stall, please contact 
our PTFA on:     muchbirchschoolptfa@gmail.com

Our KS1 children are excited to start rehearsing their 
nativity production of ‘Wriggly Nativity’, the reception 
class also get to visit Clearwell caves to see Father 
Christmas with their Y6 buddies. The choir are visiting 
the residents at Charnwood residential home in 
December to sing some Christmas carols, we have an 
author coming to work with us in school and we have a 
whole school treat of a cinema visit coming up!     
What a busy term!     / Mrs .Anna Ricketts, Deputy Head

Much Birch 
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Parish Walk, tracing the footsteps of history
  
On a grey and overcast afternoon in October, around 20 
parishioners gathered at the Village Hall for a gentle walk 
and a chance to catch up with friends and neighbours. The 
theme of this outing was to explore some of the ancient 
footpaths of Aconbury and Little Birch—routes that appear on 
an 1830s map and have stood the test of time.
Remarkably, most of the public rights of way we use today 
are clearly marked on this nearly 200-year-old map, a 
reminder of the rich heritage we've inherited. Our circular 
route took us around Aconbury Hill and through parts of Little 
Birch, highlighting not only the beauty of the landscape but 
also some curious discrepancies between the Ordnance 
Survey and Herefordshire Council’s Definitive Map. Several 
well-used paths, familiar to many of us, are not officially 
recorded as Public Rights of Way.

The walk concluded back at the Village Hall, where we were 
warmly welcomed with tea and delicious cakes, kindly 
prepared by Wendy Fowler and Cathy Ellis-Braithwaite. Their 
hospitality was much appreciated after a rewarding afternoon 
of exploration and conversation.

Next parish walk:
We’d love for you to join us on our next walk, taking place on 
30th November at 2:00 pm, starting from the Axe and 
Cleaver car park. This time, we’ll be heading down towards 
Llanwarne—another chance to enjoy our local paths and 
shared history. There will be refreshments available at the 
end of the walk.

Chris Fowler
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Little Birch Parish Councilors
● Cllr Steve Coles
● Cllr Tom Palfrey
● Cllr Chris Atkinson
● Cllr Nick Deacon
● Cllr Kate Dillon

Neil Barrington (Parish Council Clerk)
 lbpcclerk@gmail.com
 www.littlebirchparishcouncil.org

Footpath Officers                 

For any queries about footpaths contact:

Little Birch & Aconbury
Chris Fowler
07931 292998
Email : chrisfowler1@hotmail.co.uk

Much Birch and Kingsthorne:
David Irwin
07766 135068
Email david.irwin13@btinternet.com

Local Information
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Photography Group 📸 
We’re a friendly local group with a common interest in 

photography.
Come and join us.   Next meeting on Feb 28 

10am-12pm at Fayreview Kingsthorne
Contact Sally Nichol

07803 032928 or 01981 540001
sally.nichol@btinternet.com

Art and Craft Space 

Have an art and craft afternoon away from the hustle 
and bustle of life every Thursday 

at Little Birch Village Hall!
2pm to 4pm

Bring your WIP or PhD in whatever art and craft you 
are working on – or start something new!

Only £3 which includes refreshments!

Contact Sally Nichol
07803 032928 or 01981 540001

sally.nichol@btinternet.com

Little Birch Village Hall Committee
▪ Lesley Chapman  (Chair)
▪ John Ellis-Braithwaite  (Treasurer)
▪ Cathy Ellis-Braithwaite  (Secretary)
▪ Linda Maden  (Hall bookings)
▪ Kate Dillon  (Parish Council Rep)
▪ Geoff Nichol  (Maintenance)
▪ Iris Lloyd  (Gardening Club)
▪ Rick Hampton (Committee member)
▪ Jane Bolam  (Drama group)
▪ Sam Davies (Committee member)
▪ Tonya Barnett (Drama Group)

The Birches Newsletter Editor:
John Ellis-Braithwaite
Email : editorial@birchesnews.org.uk

Did you know?
What’s on in Hereford Cathedral and local 
photographs are at the back of the on line edition
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Much Birch Old Charities
This charity was created over 100 years ago to be of 

benefiit to those living in the parish of Much Birch. The 
objectives of the charity are to help children, young 

adults or the elderly with a one-off grant.
In order to request an application form please contact 
Rev Mark Johnson   -   email: revmark100@yahoo.co.uk
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Hope Spring eCards
Anniversaries, Birthdays,  Christmas, Easter,  

Father’s Day, Mother’s day
New Year, Valentine’s Day

Send greetings for any occasion online
INSTANTLY!

www.HopeSpringeCards.co.uk

Mel's Musings 
Not a thing of beauty, but the humble telegraph pole and its 
attached wires, certainly in my garden, are the equivalent of our 
beloved Little Birch Village Hall. It is a meeting place, a learning 
place, a dining area, a communications hub, even a spa (of 
sorts) and sometimes even a combat arena.  I have spent many 
hours watching the comings and goings of this pole; Courtship 
beween pigeons and the wonderful clockwork noddings of 
Goldfinches most of the Spring.  Mid Summer presents the 
young Greater Spotted Woodpeckers playing peekaboo around 
the post waiting, sometimes very impatiently, for their parents to 
bring beakfuls of suet from the blocks provided on the feeding 
station below.  A squabble often ensues when more than one 
family arrives at the same time, flurries of wings and squeeking 
until a truce is made and the feeding continues at a respectful 
distance apart.  When the rain arrives after a long dry spell the 
pigeons will sit on the wires and spread their wings, enjoying a 
shower and then the big preening and tidying up of feathers 
afterwards.  The Autumn arrives and many birds gather 
together and become large flocks, especially the Goldfinches, 
34 counted on our wires at the beginning of November (often 
joining up with siskins, Red Polls and Linnets but none of whom 
have been seen this Autumn at all, very sadly).  Then the 
unmistakable sound of the Fieldfares and Redwings as they 
come from Russia, Scandinavia and Iceland to spend the winter 
with us.  They particularly enjoy feasting on the cider apples 
hanging in large clumps in the orchard opposite and sometimes 
their calling is overwhelming as hundreds gather for the glut.  
This year they will certainly do well.  However it is now 
November and I still haven't heard a single call or seen any 
flocks in the area.  The warm weather has given us the most 
glorious spectacle in the form of autumn colour on the trees 
with the best yellows, oranges, reds and rusts I think I have 
ever seen, even the strong winds at the beginning of the month 
did not denude the trees completely, leaving plenty of colour for 
another week or so and the berries on every tree and shrub 
have been extravagant in their numbers.  Life is good.
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Defibrillator Locations

IN A LIFE THREATENING EMERGENCY CALL 999  

AEDs are available to use locally in case of sudden 
cardiac arrest. A defibrillator is an easy to  use, medical 
device that analyses the heart’s rhythm  and if needed, 
delivers an electrical shock  (defibrillation) to help the 

heart establish an  effective rhythm.  

● Allensmore Locks Garage  
● Backney on the garage wall at Market Gardens  Cottage  
● Bridstow on the outside of the village hall
● Garway on the wall outside the Garway Moon pub  

Harewood End at Harewood End Inn on outside of  the pub 
at the back in the beer garden.  

● Little Birch on the outside of the village hall
● Llanwarne on the wall by steps leading up to the  village 

hall  
● Much Birch on the outside of the church hall 
● Much Birch Axe & Cleaver on the side of the pub
● Much Dewchurch outside Steiner School, first  building 

after the church  
● Peterstow at the Yew Tree pub  
● Sellack on the outside of the parish hall  (key code 

needed)  
● St Weonards old BT phone box off the A466  between the 

church and Forge Cottage  
● Wormelow at the Cricket Club &Carrot & Wine shop  

Wilton on wall at the BP garage on the roundabout 

Do you have something of interest to the 
community which you would like to appear 

in the next edition of The Birches?

The deadline for the January edition is 
Friday 12th  December 2025 

You can contact the Editor at the following 
email address:

editorial@birchesnews.org.uk
_________________

Would you like to advertise with us?

11 editions per year (No August newsletter)

1/16 page  £4.20 per issue or £42 per year
1/8 page  £4.80 per issue or £48 per year
1/4 page  £5.40 per issue or £54 per year
1/2 page  £9.60 per issue or £96 per year

Payments to be made to:
Account:  Little Birch Village Hall

Sort Code: 23-05-80
Account Number: 56643095

Email : editorial@birchesnews.org.uk



Additional content is available here in the on-line addition:

Pages 14 – 16 What’s on in Hereford Cathedral
Pages 17 – 18 Photographs from the local area
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DAILY EVENTS
Everyone is welcome to join any of the acts of worship that take place at the cathedral. Services are normally held at the 
following times: 

Monday – Saturday
8 am – Morning Prayer
10.30 am – Eucharist (8.30 am on a Saturday)
5.30 pm – Evening Prayer or Evensong  

Sunday
8 am – Holy Communion
10 am – Cathedral Eucharist (this service is also live streamed)
11.30 am – Matins or Morning Prayer
3.30 pm – Evening Prayer or Evensong

EXHIBITIONS

Sacred Creatures
Monday 6 October 2025 until Saturday 21 March 2026*
The latest exhibition in the Mappa Mundi and Chained Library at Hereford Cathedral is a site specific exhibition by Jeanette 
McCulloch MA(RCA), that explores the relationship between humans and animals with a focus on British wildlife.  
This exhibition has been kindly supported by The Ulrike Michal Foundation for the Arts 
*Please note the museum will be closed throughout January 
Normal admission charges apply and tickets can be booked in advance via the cathedral website.

TOURS - Cathedral Tours
Monday to Saturday, 11.05 am & 2.15 pm.
Explore the rich history and treasures of the cathedral from its Saxon origins to the present day with our knowledgeable guides.
Tickets cost £7.50 (Adult), £6 (Student) and £2 (Child aged 8 - 16) and can be booked in advance via the cathedral or by calling 
the ticket desk (01432 374 202) 

EVENTS 

Cathedral Seedlings – Toddlers Group
Thursdays in term time, 10 – 11.30 am 
Calling all toddlers and their grown-ups to play and pray in the College Hall. Listen to a Bible story, take part in a craft activity and 
have fun in our weekly drop-in. To add to the experience, refreshments, delicious cakes and healthy snacks for children will be 
provided. Cathedral Seedlings is a group for children from birth upwards, with a range of craft activities aimed at ages 2 plus. 
Toddler Group is free to attend, and no booking is required. 

Escape Room
On selected dates. 
Solve our brand-new Escape Room: an immersive clue-cracking and decoding game, hosted in the Old Chapel in the Cloisters. It 
is Medieval Hereford, and pilgrims have been travelling from all over the country to visit the shrine of St Thomas Cantilupe. 
Earlier today, a precious golden ring was left at the shrine as an offering. But- when the Shrine Keeper returned from Morning 
Prayer, they noticed that the ring has been stolen…Can you find the ring, but more importantly, identify the thief before the time 
runs out? 
Tickets cost £70 and can be booked in advance via the cathedral website or by calling the ticket desk (01432 374 202) 

A Service for Advent in London 
Tuesday 2 December,6.30 pm 
Hereford Cathedral Choir will perform in London at The Guard’s Chapel, Wellington Barracks in support of Hereford Cathedral 
Perpetual Trust. The service is open to all but tickets are essential. Tickets can be booked in advance via the cathedral website 
or by calling the ticket desk (01432 374 202).

December 2025
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Cathedral Treasures: Seasonal selections
Friday 5 December, 4.30 pm 
The Library team have selected a range of items from the 12th century up to the 20th that tell the story of the Advent 
season. This is a rare opportunity to see historic items from the Chained Library, archives and All Saints library up 
close in the Reading Room.
Tickets cost £15 and can be booked in advance via the cathedral website or by calling 
the ticket desk (01432 374 202)

Messiah | Hereford Choral Society
Saturday 6 December, 7.30 pm 
“Christmas doesn’t start until Hereford Choral Society has sung Messiah”, or words to that effect, are frequent 
comments following this atmospheric, candlelight concert. Add in the evocative sound of the period instruments, 
played by Marches Baroque, and you have an unforgettable experience that regularly fills the seats in Hereford 
Cathedral. Tickets from only £10 (unreserved). 
Tickets are available from https://3choirs.org/events/hcs-handel-messiah/

Ex Cathedra: Christmas Music by Candlelight
Wednesday 10 December,7.30 pm 
In the deep still darkness, comes the luminous sound of a choir in harmony. Expect some of your favourite carols, 
and discover a treasure trove of gorgeous new -and old - music and readings that explore the magic, humour and 
peace of Christmas. A concert with both familiar melodies and wondrous discoveries to make you smile as well as 
reflect.
Tickets are available from Ex Cathedra website. 
https://excathedra.co.uk/event/2526-christmas-music-hereford

Nativity Family Trail 
Thursday 11 December – Saturday 10 January 
Discover the story of the Nativity this Christmas with our family trail! Collect your free trail from the Welcome Desk as 
you arrive, explore the building and collect a sticker once you’ve completed the worksheet. 

Hereford Cathedral Christmas Fair
Saturday 13 December, 9.30 am - 4 pm
Join us for our annual Christmas Fair with over forty stalls selling a range of festive gifts. Admission free, with a collection to 
support the work of Hereford Cathedral. Please join us in the Cathedral Close at 12 noon for carol singing.

St Michael’s Hospice ‘Light up a Life’ Service.
Sunday 14 December, 6 pm 
Light up a Life offers a chance to come together with others who understand the experience of grieving the loss of a loved one. 
At the service, candles are lit, each representing the life and memories of someone special.
Please visit st-michaels-hospice.org.uk for more information.

Lego Club 
Tuesday 16 December, 3.40 – 5 pm
Test your skills at creating crazy constructions and superstructures with Lego in the inspiring surroundings of Hereford Cathedral. 
Enjoy this freestyle Lego session in The Rear Nave with thousands of bricks and hundreds of mini-figures. The session will 
remain a free-play session until 4.45 pm, at which point we’ll come together to explore a Bible story from the Brick Bible and use 
our bricks to help tell the story. 
This after-school session is free to attend, and booking is not required for this event.

Bereavement Café
Wednesday 17 December, 2.30 pm – 4 pm
Everyone is welcome to join us for an informal and friendly gathering for those who have been bereaved, recently or long ago. 
Run by volunteers, this is a welcoming environment to share experiences and support.

ABF Christmas Family Concert 
Wednesday 17 December,7 pm
Among those performing at this year’s concert will be the Herefordshire Veterans Choir, the Herefordshire Youth Concert Band, 
Vocalise Choir, Marches Military Wives Choir, the Hereford Fanfare Trumpets, and STARS Military Youth Choir. Tickets can be 
purchased from The Courtyard Theatre box office 01432 340 555 or online at www.courtyard.org.uk/abf

Toddler Carol Service 
Thursday 18 December, 10 am – 11 am
Bring your little ones to a special carol service just for toddlers in the Lady Chapel. Enjoy a delightful Nativity with storytelling, 
drama and beautiful Christmas songs. Dress up as your favourite Nativity character – a sheep, a star, Joseph, Mary or even a 
donkey!
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Festival of Lessons and Carols
Monday 22 & Tuesday 23 December – 7 pm
Everyone is welcome to join us for our festival of Lessons & Carols. Admission by ticket only. Tickets are free and can be booked 
via the cathedral website, the Ticket Desk or by calling 01432 374 202

Wednesday 24 December - Christmas Eve Services
Morning Prayer – 8 am  
Holy Communion – 10.30 am
Family Crib Service – 2 pm
A celebration of the Christmas story for children and families. Come dressed as a shepherd, angel or wise man!
Choral Evensong - 5.30 pm
With Blessing of the Crib. Everyone welcome. 
Midnight Mass -11 pm 

Wednesday 25 December - Christmas Day
Holy Communion with hymns - 8 am
Cathedral Eucharist – 10 am (Preacher: The Dean)
Choral Matins – 11.30 am (Preacher: The Bishop)

Holy Innocents’ Day
Sunday 28 December,3.30 pm 
A quiet service of remembrance for parents and families who have suffered the loss of a child, whether recently or long ago. All 
welcome. 
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On-line edition extra photo page – pictures from the area
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Kingsthorne & Little Birch Gardening Club - Hergest Croft 24th October
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